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Columbia, South Carolina
The University of South Carolina

The University of South Carolina is located in downtown
Columbia, in the heart of South Carolina. The campus di
back to 1805 and is one of the oldest public institutions i
US. It is the flagship university of eight state wide campu]
with the total student population nearing 27,000. USC o
more than 350 degree programs, many ranked among tl<
tionds elite. Our unnilioredols g .
lar NanoCenter dedicated to cutting edge research in thg
of nanotechnology.

Exchange students that study at USC can participate in
than 300 student run organizations on campus. These o
zations focus on many subjects ranging from athletics to
tics. American football is a really popular part of the campus Students relaxing on the historic Horseshoe
culture. Many students participate in parades and rallies on foot-

ball game days. Tailgating is another popular activity during the

football season where students and other members of the community get together outdoors to barbeque, chat, and
meet new people before the football game.

Courses and Credits

Undergraduate students are required to enroll in a minimum of 12 U.S. credit hours per semester. Students typi-
cally fulfill this requirement by taking four-8redit classes. Sample course offerings are listed below. A complete
listing of courses open to exchange students can be fradBe sure to look at the courses available on the Co-
lumbia campus.

Sample Subject Offerings

African American Studies Linguistics

Anthropology Marine Science

Biological Sciences Modern Languages

Classics Philosophy

Education Physics

Engineering Political Science

Film Studies Psychology

Geography Religious Studies

History Sociology

Hotel, Retail, and Tourism Management Southern Studies

International Business Sports & Entertainment Management
Journalism & Mass Communications Theatre & Fine Arts

Latin American Studies Womends Studies
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Columbia is the capital and largest city of South
Carolina. Resting on the banks of the Congaree Rive
Columbia boasts nearly 125,000 citizens residing in
both Richland and Lexing

Capital of Southern Hos pss i de
in its rich Southern heritage and tradition. A friendly 3
smile from a stranger is as common as sweet tea on &4
hot day. Summers in Columbia are long and pleasantZ
and its winters are mild and short. 4
As for cultural activities, the campus is just a couple
of minutes by foot from hit
ture, museums, galleries, historic houses, theaters, and _
large venues for sporting and entertainment events. The
State House sits on the edge of campus and the Vistg
and Five Points, two of the most popular areas for res
taurants, bars, cafes and specialty shops, are within
short walking distance. For those looking for outdoor
activities you can check out the Riverbanks Zoo and The State House
Garden or the Riverfront Park with a 2 mile trail for
walking, running and biking. A beautiful day creates the
Eerfecf[ setting for apicnic in Finlay Pa_rk .W'th Its water South Carolina is one of the most beautiful states on the
ountains overlooking the city. Columbia is also a great . ;
. . . east coast, as it has many stretches of unspoiled forest,
place to try iced sweet tea, the official drink of the g . .
. . : sandy beaches, and scenic lakes and rivers. The state is
South, and to sample authentic Southern dishes like h t0 minorit itural f Native Ameri q
shrimp and grits, cornbread, fried okra, and pecan pie. ome to minority cuftural groups ot Ivative American an
African descent that cannot be found anywhere else. Co-
lumbia is also the crossroads for the southeast as all of the
prominent cities in this region are easily accessible from
~our beautiful city. World famous beaches and resorts, the
picturesque Blue Ridge Mountains, and other historic
southern cities like Savannah and Charleston are within
easy driving distance of Columbieor more information
visit the following websites:
Official City Website
Official South Carolina Tourism Site
i South Carolina Information Highway
. Columbia Visitor Bureau
The Staté Col umbi aés offici al newspa
Columbia World Affairs Council
Finlay Park overlooking the city Free Timed An alternative Columbia Newspaper
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How to Apply/
Acceptance Packet

Congratulations! Youbve decided to apply to be an exch
you will find the steps you will need to take in order to apply and be admitted, including the required forms.

How to Apply

In order to apply as an exchange student, you must submit the following application materials:

1. Special Application for Nobegree Seeking Students (available at your Study Abroad Office)
2. TOEFL official scoreg*please have scores sent to USC using codei 5818 when taking the exam, as well
as an unofficial copy to our office

3. Application for Immigration Document

4. Photocopy of Official Transcripts

5. Financial certificatiorfor living expenses
(housing, food, books, health insurance,
miscellaneous) while at USC.

Please mail or fax completed forms to:
Study Abroad Office

University of South Carolina

902 Sumter St.

Legare College, Suite 321

Columbia, SC 29208

USA

Acceptance Packet

Once you have been accepted as an exchange student
University of South Carolina, you will be contacted by o
of our study abroad advisors who will help you with cou
and housing selection. You will need to also submit the ¥
lowing forms:

1. Immunization form(If students need a PPD vaccination, MM&cination, etc., they are available on cam
pus at a reasonable cost and may be administered during orientation week)

** As classes fill up quickly, it is very important that you submit your immunization form as soon as possible.
This will help ensure that you can get into the classes that you need to take. (More info on immunizatigns
and health insurance found on p.7)

2. Housing and Course Preference Form (will-p@aéded to you by an advisor)

3. Insurance Policy Information

4. Arrival assistance requesitline (optional, free airport pielp)
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Visa

Visa/Immigration

In order to study as an exchange student at the University of South Carolina, you will need to applylfafisan F
(student visa) at theearest U.S. Embassyyour home country.

You will need to schedule an-person appointment in order to apply for th& Wisa stamp. You can check the waiting
times for appointments by going to theS. Department of State Visa Wait Timesbsite

In order to be able to apply for the visa you will need the following documents:

1. Passport

2. SEVIS 20 document (this document will be issued by the USC International Programs Office once you have been ac-
cepted to the University of South Carolina)

3. Receipt showing SEVIS fee payment. You will receive instruction on how to pay the SEVIS fee with your BVIS
You can pay the SEVIS fee dine or through the mail.

4. Completed DSL56 (visa application form)
5. Pay the visa application fee.
6. Original financial documents showing the amount listed under number seven or2godmdument.

7. Plans to return to your home country upon completion of your exchange program in the U.S.

For more information on applying for your visa, please refer to the section labeled Future Students on the International Pro-
grams for Students website.
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Immunizations/
Health Insurance

Immunizations

Every incoming USC student must complete an immunization form in order to be allowed to register for classes.|You
can find the immunization fordnere

The required immunizations for international students include:

Two measles and one German measles immunization that must have bee

ministered after the studentds fi ;
OR ‘

Positive serum titer test for measles and German measles. The positive ti

must have been performed within the last 5 years. |
OR

Physician diagnosed measles illngdgs meeting either criterion 1 or 2 above

for German measles. \“

~

“ ]

i)

In addition, some international students must also have proof of a
test (Mantoux) within the past 12 months. Please see the bottom
immunization form to determine if you need a PPD test. Other reci
mended vaccines include Tetasidiptheria, Mumps, Polio, Meningo+_
coccal, Hepatitis B and Varicella (if you have no prior history of
Chicken Pox). If you are unable to receive the PPD test (Mantoux
your home country, you can submit a chesayxinstead along with th
chest xray examination results documented in a letter from your d
tor.

Student Health Insurance

For international students, it is required that you have health insurdieedth insuranceoverage is automatically
charged to your USC student account. If you already have health insurance coverage from your home country that
will cover you while you are studying abroad in the U.S., you are eligible to waive the health insurance and have
that charge removed from your account. In order to do so, you will need to complegedheaiver formand sub-

mit proof of insurance coverage from your home country (translated into English) to the Student Health Center
within the first two weeks of the semester. To see the minimum requirements for health insurance, please visit
USCOs health .insurance website

Thompson Student Health Center

Students are eligible to receive routine treatment and physicalsTdtdhgson Student Health Centercampus.
For more information and to schedule an appointment,
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Course Registration/Housin

Course Selection

Course offerings can be found-tme athttp://registrar.sc.edu/html/Course_Listing¥ou will need to select courses
from the Columbia campus. Please note that undergraduate students should only choose classes at the 400 leve
low. Graduate students can select courses at the 500 level and above. Generally, class names are followed by tk

or be-
e

course number which serves as the level indicator. For example, Biology 101 is an introductory course for first year stu-

dents, 200 level courses are for 2nd year students, 300 level for 3rd year students;level 468 for final year (4th

year graduating) students, with some overlap in upper range course numbers. Essentially, the higher the course n
either the higher level the class or the more specialized the topitinkailstatus, which is required for all exchange
students, is 12 credit hours, typically foucr@dit classes. **Please note, the Study Abroad Office at¢#B@Got reg-

ister you for courses until your Immunization Form is complete and submitted to us.

If you would like to make changes to your course schedule, they may not be madgairitie Exchange Student
Orientation. We have worked on your behalf to get you into the classes you requested and provide you with a full
schedule (12 credit hours). This typically involves many steps, such as providing transcripts to the appropriate de
ment, calling/emailing professors, etc. If you decide to make any changes to your schedule once you arrive, you V
responsible for taking the steps necessary to add the class. You will hatteeuiinsit week of classeso finalize your
schedule for all semestlemg courses. All exchange stu-

dents must take at leak? credit hours but no more than

16 credits each semester. *Please ndteat some inten-

sive, 8week courses have an earlier drop deadline.

Housing

Once you have been accepted by USC, a study abroad ad-
visor will help you request housintflt is mandatory

that all exchange students live on campus while they

are studying at USC. Exchange students have the option
of living in:

West QuadGreen Quad)
South Quad

- Special communities within South Quad

e Carolina Global Communitfdesigned to enhance in-
tercultural experiences through matching international South Quad Residence Hall
students with American roommates)

e Spanish Language Hou@eor students with an interest in the Spanish language)

French HousegFor students with an interest in the French language)

You can view the housing options and take a virtual tountigt//www.housing.sc.edu/undergrad.agphe costs for
the different housing options can be foundtsh://www.housing.sc.edu/signrates.asp

Final housing placements for the Fall semester won't occur until the summer and we will not be able to confirm yo
housing until July. Spring assignments will be released in December. Housing placements will occur on a first com
first serve basis.

umber,

time
part-
vill be
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